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Sir: 

In response to the Office letter of February 2, 2006, 
applicant respectfully traverses the restriction requirement, 
as stated by the Examiner, but provisionally elects species X 
(Figs. 13 and 14) to avoid a holding of non-responsiveness. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Figs. 13 and 14 do not 
constitute a patentably distinct species of the disclosed 
invention. It is applicant's contention that only two 
patentably distinct species have been disclosed herein, i.e. 
(1) a climbing aid at the running surface of a board-shaped 
runner device, and (2) means for enhancing the slipping and 
friction resistance at the top surface of the runner device to 



enable the runner device to be more comfortably carried or 
gripped. Claim 1 is generic to these species, as acknowledged 
by the Examiner. 



Figs. 1-5 and 10-12 cover above-indicated species (1) . 
Figs. 1, 2, 6-9 and 13-15 cover species (2) . Provisionally 
elected species X falls under species (2) and claims 1, 6-14, 
17-26, 32, 33 and 35-40 are readable thereon. Since some of 
these claims recite "running surface and/or top surface, " they 
read on both species. All the other claims cover only species 
(1) . 



Favorable consideration of the above argument and 
examination of the claims on their merits are respectfully 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BERNHARD RIEPLER 

Kurt Kelman, Keg. No. 18,628 
Allison C. Collard, Reg. No. 22,532 
COLLARD & ROE, P.C. Edward R. Freedman, Reg. No. 26,048 

1077 Northern Boulevard Frederick J. Dorchak, Reg. No. 29,298 
Roslyn, New York 11576 Attorneys for Applicants 
(516) 365-9802 
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